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of the Bottdm of the Crater^ out of the very middle 
of the Mountain, contrary to what Bcrelim imagines, 
whofe Method of explaining the Eruption of a Volcano 
"by an inflexed Syphon, and the Rules of fJydrofiaticks, 
is likewife inconfiftent with the Torrent's flowing down 
from the very Vertex of the Mountain. I have not 
fecn the Crater fince the Eruption, but defign to vific 
it again before I leave Naples. I doubt there is no- 
thing in this worth fhewing the Society j as to that, 
you will ufe your Difcretion. 

E. Berkeley, 



VI. An Account of an extraordinary TUMOUR 
or WEN lately tut off the Cheek, of a <Perfon in 
Scotland, Communicated to the <%oyal Society by 
Dr. Thomas Bower, Af. V. and F. fl{. S. 

IT is generally acknowledg d, that the exacT; Obfer- 
vation of internal Difeafes, and the faithful Ac- 
counts of external Tumours, and extraordinary 
Cafes in Chirurgery, have contributed very much to 
the Advancement of Medicine. Hippocrates and Gakn t 
and other ancient Fathers of Medicine, have fet us fair 
Copies of this ; and the Moderns, happily following 
their Footfteps, have illuftrated this Matter by many 
curious Obfervations and Reflections. The Royal So- 
cieties and Colleges of V'muofu that are now over all 
Europe, have taken much pains in this Affair, and have 
given us many Inftances and Examples of Extraordi- 
nary Cafes in Medicine, which are of great ufe to all 
the Pra&ifers of Phyfick and Chirurgery. According 
to thefe laudable Examples I fliall, for the Satisfaction 
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of the Curious and Ingenious, give a true and faith- 
ful Account of an extraordinary Excrefcence cut off 
from the Cheek of a Man, which weighed Nineteen 
Pounds, and the Patient entirely recovered in few 
Weeks time. I never before faw the like, nor never 
read of it in any Author, tho' I have confulted ma« 
ny on the Head. This Excrefcence is preferved a* 
mong the Rarities of the College of Phyficians at Is- 
dinburgk The Phyfician concerned in this Affair, was 
Dr. Alexander Rujfel of Elgine, a learned and ingenious 
Man, and the Operator was the ingenious Mr. George 
Gordon of Keith, from whom I had the following Inform 
tnation. 

Alexander Palmer, of the Parifli of Keith, in i:he 
County of Bamf, in the North of Scotland, now about 
Fifty Four Years of Age, obferved, when about Twenty 
Seven, a little hard Swelling in the Mufcle of the lower 
Jaw on the Left Side, without any Hurt or manifeft 
Occafion, which at firft went on flowly, but afterwards 
it proceeded more quickly, and the older it grew, it 
Hill came on the fafter; until it increafed to a prodi- 
gious Bulk and Weight : From the firft Appearance of 
this Tumour to the total Excifion of it, there were a- 
bout Twenty Seven Years. He had exceffive Pains 
and Uneafinefs in it, and at laft it mightily extenua* 
ted and emaciated him, who was other wile a ftrong 
and robuft Man. 

This Excrefcence was of the natural Colour of the 
Skin, and feem'd ro be an Atheroma, being a glandulous 
Subltance with feveral big Blood- Veflels in it, and had 
Hair growing on it, as on the other Parts of the 
Body, as may yet be {ben. It was aimoft round and 
very hard, and was as fenfible as any other Part of che 
Body ; for, when the poor Man was working in the 
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Fields, fome fix or feven Years ago, he accidentally 
made a great Gafli or Wound in it with a iliarp Iron, 
which was very painful, but was cured by a Surgeon, 
after the manner of an ordinary Wound ; the Cicatrice 
is ftill to be feen in it*. 

This Excrcfcence having grown fo big, was attached 
to the Mufcle under the Left Eye, calfd Obltquus minor 
ot inferior, to the Ear and its Mufcles, and to the 
Mufcle of the lower Jaw, named Detriment. By rca- 
fon of its great Bulk and Weight, it could not hang 
down freely without fome Support, therefore it refted 
on the top of the Shoulder, which made a confidera- 
ble Dimple in it, that is yet very obfervable; befides, 
it was holden up by the Man's Hand in the Day- 
time, and laid on a Pillow in the Night- feafon. 

Some three or four Days before the total Excifioti 
was made, the Patient obferved this Tumour begin to 
mortify at the lower end, which made him fo unea- 
fy, that he took a Knife and cut off a good part of 
it. This occafiond a great Hemorrhage; .(b that he 
reckon'd there was loft a Scots Pint or four: Pounds of 
Blood, before it could be ftopt. The Patient, after 
fo great Trouble and Pain, at lad applied himfelf to 
Mr Gordon, Surgeon of the Place, who made a total 
Extirpation of it, on the 19th of Janmr%ijxj. 

He made a clofe Ligature , taking in the Bafis of 
the Excrcfcence, and all the loofe Skin, and contract- 
ing it as much as podible, he cut it entirely off with 
a (harp Ilafour. There gufh'd out of the Excre- 
fcence, after it was cut oif, and was lying on the 
Ground, as near as could be guefs'd, two Pounds of 
Blood; for it was nourifli'd by feverai large Blood- 
Veilels, perhaps by fome Branches of the Carotide Ar- 
tery much inlarged, and other Blood- Vei'Iels coning 
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from the Ear, and the Mufcles of the Eye and lower 
Jaw abovcmentioned. When Mr, Gordon brought it to 
us, which was full three Months after it was cut off, 
we cut off with a Knife about a quarter of an Inch 
broad of the Bails of it ; and in that (mail space we 
obferved four big Blood -Velfeis. The «ali>, as it now 
appears, is five Inches Diameter, which feems too large 
for the whole fide of the Face : So that after the Ex- 
fedion, I think the loofe Skin has turn'd backwards., 
which may make the Bafts now appear to big. 

After all this Blood was loft, the Kxcrefcence was 
weighed, and was full Nineteen Found Weight; fa 
that before his own Inciiton and thi& Operation, it 
behoved to be feveral Founds heavier, which is a 
moft prodigious Weight to be depending on fuch a 
place- This Tumour was of a Spheroidical Figure, 
and when meafured, was Thirty four Inches about by 
she longed way, and Twenty eight by the broadeft. 

The Hemorrhage, which was great, was flopped by 
the Vitriolic Powders and other Aflringents, and th^ 
ordinary Dreffing was uied. So this great Cure was 
completed in fix Weeks time, and the Patient entirely 
recovered, and goes about his Bufinefs, to the great 
Admiration and Aftonillmient of every body. The Lid 
of his Left Eye continues ftill downwards a link, as 
does that fame Mz of the Mouth, which was oeca- 
fion'd by the great Weight depending on that fide of 
the Face ; but it may be expeded they may come a- 
gain to their right Pofhire; for the Plead, at fofl: af* 
xer cutting, enclined much to the Right Mq, by tea* 
fon of the great Weight on the Left Cheek having 
bzen removed ; but it now begins to (land upright, 
lince he is penecdy recovered. Tho the Skin, and e- 
•ven a deal of the mufculous pare- of the Cheek and 
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lower Jaw was cut away, yet, according to the Infor- 
mation I have from Mr. Gordon the Operator, it is 
grown up again, and is of the ordinary Colour of the 
Skin, and like the other fide of the Face ; fo that 
there grows Hair on that fide of the Face as well as 
on the other, which he ordinarily (haves ; and this is 
as ferprizing as any thing in the whole Affair. 

I have given a true and plain Account of this ex- 
traordinary Cafe from certain Information ; I have con- 
tented my felf to relate only Matters of FadJ, without 
making any Obfervations or Reflexions on it; for I 
leave ic to the Philofcphersand Virtwfi to make their 
own Rcafoniogs and ; 'Refinements as feems beft to them*- 
felves. 
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VI F. An Account of an Experiment to prove an inter* 
fpers'd Vacuum ; or to Jfrew that all Places are 
not equaly full. 

THIS Experiment was made he fere the KING, and 
HER Royal Highnefs the Princefs of Wales, at 
Hampton-Court, in the Month of September 1717. 
afterwards before the Royal* Society, on Thurfday, 
December j. 1717. and fin ce that, In Channel^Rowe, 
Wedminfter, before fome Members of the Royal-Society, 
% T. T, Defaguliers, M. A. F. R* S. as follows . 

Having, had' the Honour' to- make fome Experiments 
t Year before his Majefty and their Royal Highneffes 
the Prime and Princefs of Wales ; among others, i fhew'd 
that of a Guinea and a Piece of fine Paper ; then of a 
Guinea and a Feather drops together from the tor- of 
an cxhauftcd Giafs Receiver about 20. Inches high ; b<>;h 
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